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SECOND DAY SUCCOS
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

Yesterday I talked about the fact that G-d was the G-d of nature, the G-d

of the individual and the G-d of history. We know, too, that when we invite
our forebearers to our succah in a special ceremony called Yushmeezin.

We invite only Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moshe, Aaron, and David.

Why it is that we only invite those 7 individuals? The reason is because
they really stand for the G-d of nature, the G-d of the individual, and

the G-d of history. Abraham, of course, speaks for the G-d of nature.
Yitzchak stands for the G-d of the individual, the G-d man can perceive

for himself, and Yaacov stands for the G-d of history. Yosef, too, stands
for the G-d of nature. After all, he was the one who interpreted the dreams
of natural occurring events. Moshe and Aaron stand for the G-d of revelation,
they were the leaders of the Jewish people during the time of the Torah.
David stands for the G-d of history. So, we can understand why it is that

we have the Haphtorah that we have on the first day of Succos. But why

do we have the Haphtorah that we have on the second day of Succos? Why

is it that we read about how Shlomo dedicated the Temple, and how he gave

a little speech in which he said that his father, David, wanted to build

a Temple but G-d had told him that he was not worthy and that, instead,

his son would build the Temple. It is true that this event happened on
Succos. In fact, the rabbis say that this was the only time that Yom Kippur
was not celebrated as a fast day because the dedication of the Temple lasted
for 2 weeks and one of these days was Yom Kippur and it was not thought
right to fast on the day that they dedicated the Temple. It is true that
Solomon's speech was made during Succos, but why was this chosen to be

the Haphtorah on Succos? It has nothing at all to do with Succos, and,
what's more, we know that when we take the lulav and the esrog we take

the lulav in the left hand and the esrog in the right hand. Why should

this be so? After all, the esrog stands for the righteous people. It

stands for those who are perfect in their actions and ways. You would




image2.png
SECOND DAY SUCCOS 1989

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

PAGE TWO

think that that should be taken in the right hand and the lulav, which
stands for the rest of us, for those who have some good points and some
points, that it should be taken in the left hand. After all, the tzadeekim,
the righteous, should be given the place of honor. They should be in the
right hand and the lulav should be in the left hand. What's more, why

is it that when we make the blessing we do not make the blessing on the
esrog? We make the blessing on the lulav. We would think again that it

is more important that we recognize what the tzadeekim do, what the righteous
do and not what the people with good points and bad points do. Why is

it than that we take the esrog in the left hand and the lulav in the right

hand?

It seems to me that what we are dealing here with is a malady which has
affected many people, and that is that many people feel that if something

is not perfect or if they cannot make it perfect that they should not even
try. The esrog stands for perfection and perfection we take in the left
hand and not the right hand because a Jew is commanded to always pursue
perfection but he should not be disappointed if he does not achieve it.

We all know that that is our goal, but that goal cannot be reached immediately.
We have to strive for that goal, to work for that goal. It may take many
generations. It may take even thousands of years, but we should never

give up. We should never despair. We should continue to work for that
goals, for the goals of the Torah, for the goals of brotherhood and kindness
and compassion and for the goal of making ourselves better human beings

and making our institutions better, but we should realize that we cannot

do it with one fell swoop. We should not be disappointed if we cannot.

We are not like other religions which believe that if you just do one action
or believe one belief that everything is going to be transformed. We do

not say that. We say that we have to work at it continually, that it is
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hard work, but you should not despair or give up.

That, of course, is the message of Succos. That is why Succos is Yom Simchaseinu
because we have nothing to fear except fear itself. That is the whole
message of Succos. Don't be afraid.- There is a G-d out there. G-d is

going to help us. G-d is going to make us achieve the goal. Sometimes

it looks like we take 3 steps forward and 2 steps backward, but eventually
we are going to get there. Eventually the world is going to be perfected.

It is not going to be automatic. It is going to take a lot of hard work.
There will be some backsliding, just as there is in our individual habits,
but we can do it. We can achieve great things. We should never give up.

We should not say that just because we do not have perfect knowledge we
cannot do anything. So many people are afraid to make a commitment, to

get married, to do anything as far as a position or occupation is concerned
because they do not understand everything. They do not need anything.

They have to do this study and that study. Of course, you have to do studies
but many times you just have to take a leap of faith. You just have to

do things and try your best because we cannot understand everything.

That, of course, is one of the meanings of the Temple and of much of Jewish
service, and that is that we are limited. Man is limited. He cannot know
everything. That's why we have to trust in G-d that we make the right

decision because many times we make it blind. We cannot know all the facts.
Only after the end of days when the Messiah comes will we know all the

facts, but we should not say that we cannot try or put the effort in because

we are afraid it will not come out perfect. Don't worry about it. Aim

for perfection, but remember we are all Bainonim. There are very few Tzadeekim.
We have to do the best we can with what we have. If we fail then we can

try again and again and again. We are the only religion in the world which
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has a holiday for rededicating the Temple, not dedicating the Temple.

We know the exact date when Solomon dedicated the Temple. We read about
it in this Haphtorah, but we do not have a holiday for it. We make no
mention it in our prayers because anybody can build a temple, but to rebuild
a temple that takes a Jewish view of the world, and that is, of course,
why we have the holiday of Chanukah. It is why we read this particular
Haphtorah, too. David wanted to build the Temple but he could not build
the Temple. He did the best he could, and then he transferred that dream
to his son and his son was able to fulfill that dream. We, too, should
do the best we can. We should never give up on our ideals. We should
hold those ideals close. Unfortunately, there are many Jews in our day
who have dropped the Jewish ideals. They do not even hold them in their
left hand. They forgot all their Jewish ideals. We have to hold our
Jewish ideals, but we have to remember that we are Bainomin, that we are
common people who make mistakes and we should continue to persevere and
eventually we will be able to achieve our goal. Eventually the Temple

will be built as Solomon built the Temple.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a man who was a simple man

and who went to the doctor and he had an ailment. The doctor really could
not decide exactly what it was so he called in a few more specialists,

and he eavesdropped as they were all talking. He could not really understand
al the medical terms, but the doctor, at the end, gave him a few pills

and said he would be all right. His wife came home and asked what the

doctor said. He said the doctor told him to take a few pills and he would

be all right. His wife asked, "Well, what do you have?" The man said,

"I don't really know. The doctor did not know either so he called in

some specialists and I eavesdropped and I heard them say something about,
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" Of course, that should not

'We won't know for sure until the autopsy'.
stop the doctors from treating the illness if he was not 100%Z sure what

it was. He was pretty sure what it was, and in life, too, we have to

act even if we are not 100% sure of what something is. We should not

worry about it. Perfect knowledge is not necessary in order for us to

pursue the goals that we have before us. We should not be deterred because
our solution is not perfect. Even in calculus we just approximate. That

is why many people cannot understand calculus because it is not really

100% precise. It is an approximation, and we, too, should try our best

to do things perfectly, but if we do not we should not be suprised.or
disappointed or down hearted or downcast but instead we should go forward

and try again and again until eventually the Mashiach will come and perfection
will be attained. We have to help the Mashich come by doing as much as
possible to make our world perfect so that He can come. May none of us

give up and may none of us be ever deterred because things cannot be perfect.
Instead, let us do our best. That is all G-d demands of us. That is

why we should be joyful. If we do our best then we have been assured

by G-d that He will bless our efforts and the Mashiach will come. Amen.




